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The Gathering of  God’s People 

Today is the first Sunday of  Advent, the Sunday in which we recall the hope we have in 
Christ. The prophets of  Israel all spoke of  the coming of  Christ, of  how a Saviour would be 
born, a king in the line of  David.  They spoke of  how he would rule the  world wisely and 
bless all nations. On Christmas day the Christ of  our hope was born.  On Good Friday the 
Christ of  our hope died.  On Easter day the Christ of  our hope rose from the dead.  He then 
ascended into heaven.  On the last day, the Christ of  our hope will come again to establish his 
kingdom over all things on earth. As the follower of  Christ, we await his return.  We have lit 
this candle to remember that as he came to us as humbly in the manger at Bethlehem and 
gave light to the  world, so he is coming again in power to deliver his people. We light this 
candle to remind us to be alert and to  watch for his return. 

Loving God, we thank you for the hope you give us.  Help us prepare our hearts for the 
Lord's  coming.  Bless our worship.  Help us live holy and righteous lives.  We ask it in the 
name of  the one born in Bethlehem.  Amen. 

Lord Jesus, Light of  the world, born in David’s city of  Bethlehem, born like him to be 
a king: Be born in our hearts this Christmas tide, be king of  our lives today. 

The Collect for Purity 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  and from whom no 
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts  by the inspiration of  your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Penitence 

Turn to us again, O God our Saviour, and let your anger cease from us. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Show us your mercy, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. 
Christ, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy. 

Your salvation is near for those that fear you, that glory may dwell in our land. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

The Priest pronounces the Absolution 
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 The Collect of  the First Sunday in Advent 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of  darkness and to put on the armour of  light 
now in the time of  this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 
that on the last day when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 

The First Reading 
Jeremiah 33. 14 - 16 

A reading from the book of  the Prophet Jeremiah 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the 
house of  Israel and the house of  Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in 
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’ 

This is the word of  the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

Psalm 25 

1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; O my God, in you I trust;  let me not be put to shame; 
let not my enemies triumph over me. 
2 Let none who look to you be put to shame,  but let the treacherous be shamed and 
frustrated. 
3 Make me to know your ways, O Lord,  and teach me your paths. 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me,  for you are the God of  my salvation; for you have I 
hoped all the day long. 
5 Remember, Lord, your compassion and love,  for they are from everlasting. 
6 Remember not the sins of  my youth or my transgressions,  but think on me in your 
goodness, O Lord, according to your steadfast love. 
7 Gracious and upright is the Lord;  therefore shall he teach sinners in the way. 
8 He will guide the humble in doing right  and teach his way to the lowly. 
9 All the paths of  the Lord are mercy and truth  to those who keep his covenant and his 
testimonies.
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The Second Reading  
Thessalonians 3. 9 - 13 

A reading from the letter to the Thessalonians 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 
God because of  you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to 
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself  
and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and 
Father at the coming of  our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

This is the Word of  the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

The Holy Gospel 
St. Luke 21. 25 - 36 

Hear the gospel of  our Saviour Christ according to St. Luke, Chapter 21  beginning at 
verse 25.  

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ Christ 
  
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on 
the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of  the sea and the waves.  People 
will faint from fear and foreboding of  what is coming upon the world, for the powers of  
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see "the Son of  Man coming in a cloud" with 
power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the 
fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know 
that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 
the kingdom of  God is near Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of  this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it 
will come upon all who live on the face of  the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying 
that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of  Man.’ 

This is the Gospel of  the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 



Kilmocomogue Union of  Parishes ~  Advent 1

The Sermon 

A proclamation of  our Advent Faith 

O Wisdom, O holy Word of  God, you govern all creation with your strong yet 
tender care. Come and show your people the way to salvation.  
O sacred Lord of  ancient Israel, who showed yourself  to Moses in the burning 
bush, who gave him the holy law on Sinai mountain: come, stretch out your mighty 
hand to set us free. 
O Flower of  Jesse’s stem, you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings 
stand silent in your presence; the nations bow down in worship before you. Come, 
let nothing keep you from coming to our aid. 
O Key of  David, O royal Power of  Israel controlling at your will the gate of  
Heaven: Come, break down the prison walls of  death for those who dwell in 
darkness and the shadow of  death; and lead your captive people into freedom. 
O Radiant Dawn, splendor of  eternal light, sun of  justice: come, shine on those 
who dwell in darkness and the shadow of  death. 
O King of  all the nations, the only joy of  every human heart; O Keystone of  the 
mighty arch of  man, come and save the creature you fashioned from the dust. 
O Emmanuel, king and lawgiver, desire of  the nations, Savior of  all people, come 
and set us free, Lord our God.  

The Prayers  of God’s People 

Let us offer prayers to God, our heavenly Father. 

You sent your Son Jesus to live among us and bring good news to the oppressed… We 
pray for the homeless and for refugees and asylum seekers.   We think of  those caught up 
in the violence of  war. We pray that barriers of  fear, race and difference may be broken 
down, and that we can welcome strangers into our hearts and lives and be found ready to 
provide shelter and places of  safety.   We pray that a spirit of  justice and peace might rule 
in the hearts of  all people.  

We look to the coming of  your kingdom,  
and to peace on earth 

You sent your Son Jesus to heal the broken-hearted… We pray for people in broken 
relationships, for single parents and for orphaned children.  We pray for the lonely and the 
lost, and for those who feel abandoned and let down by society. May we bring comfort and 
support to those in need and find a better and more compassionate way of  caring for each 
other.  
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You sent your Son Jesus to free the prisoner… We pray for all who suffer from any kind 
of  addiction or dependency.   May they find appropriate means of  support to help them 
overcome their illness and know that they are not alone. Help us to be a people who do 
not judge, but who reach out to those in need. 

We look to the coming of  your kingdom,  
and to peace on earth 
 
You sent your Son Jesus to proclaim the year of  the Lord’s favour… We pray for grace to 
give and receive forgiveness for past wrongs.  We pray for peace in your world and a fairer 
means of  sharing the earth’s bounty. May this Advent be a time of  new beginnings when 
debts are cancelled, relationships healed and love is seen in action. 

We look to the coming of  your kingdom,  
and to peace on earth 

You sent your Son Jesus to comfort all who mourn… We pray for all who are 
bereaved. We pray that we may learn how to listen attentively and to find gentle ways of  
helping them in their sorrow.  We pray for the unemployed and those suffering any kind of  
loss.   May we reassure them of  their worth and offer them support in whatever way is 
right. We look to the coming of  your kingdom, and to peace on earth 

Come from heaven, Lord Jesus, with power and great glory. 
Lift us up to meet you, that with  all your saints and angels 
we may live and reign with you in your new creation. 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Peace 
(all stand please) 

In the tender loving mercy of  our God, the dawn  from on high shall 
break upon us, to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the 
shadow of  death, and to guide our feet into the way of  peace. 

The Peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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The Taking of  the Bread and Wine 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of  all creation. In your love and mercy you have given us this bread to 
offer - fruit of  the earth and work of  humble hands. May it become for us the Body of  Christ.  
Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of  all creation. In your love and mercy you have given us this wine to 
offer - fruit of  the vine and work of  humble hands. May it become for us the Blood of  Christ. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise 

Father, almighty and everliving God, at all times and in all places 
it is right to give you thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself  to come among us in human flesh,  

he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of  the world to open for us the way of  
salvation. Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day 
when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. 

At the preparation of  the table 

As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside are 
now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be 
gathered together from the corners of  the earth into your kingdom. Amen.

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table
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Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup 
we do as Christ your Son commanded: 

 
we remember his passion and death, 
we celebrate his resurrection and ascension, 
and we look for the coming of  his kingdom. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of  praise and thanksgiving; and as 
we eat and drink these holy gifts, grant by the power of  the life-giving Spirit that we may be 
made one in your holy Church and partakers of  the body and blood of  your Son, that he may 
dwell in us and we in him: 

 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of  the Bread 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of  Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

And so with all your people, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed are you, Father, the creator and sustainer of  all things; 
you made us in your own image, male and female you created us; 
even when we turned away from you, you never ceased to care for us, 
but in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of  sin, 
giving your only begotten Son to become man  and suffer death on the cross to redeem us; 
he made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice for the sins of  the whole world: 

 he instituted, and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of  his precious death until he comes again: 

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of  me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of  you, for this is my blood of  the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  me.
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Agnus Dei 

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us.  

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, grant us peace.  

The Giving of  the Bread and Wine 

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of  God, who has taken away the sins of  the world.  
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and  I shall be healed. 

After Holy Communion there will  be Silence for Thanksgiving.  

Going out as God’s People

The post Communion Prayers 

God our deliverer,  Awaken our hearts to prepare the way for the advent of  your Son, 
that, with minds purified by the grace of  his coming, we may serve you faithfully all 
our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of  the body 
and blood of  your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and 
bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of  your Spirit to live 
and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

The Blessing & The Dismissal
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