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The Gathering of God’s People

Welcome to our Service today.  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 
and also with you. 

The Collect for Purity 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts  by the 
inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Penitence 

Lord, you are gracious and compassionate.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  

You are loving to all, 
and your mercy is over all your creation.  
Christ, have mercy.  
Christ, have mercy.  

Your faithful servants bless your name,  
and speak of  the glory of  your kingdom.  
Lord, have mercy.  
Lord, have mercy.  

The Priest pronounces the Absolution 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we 
praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the Father, Lord God, 
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world: have mercy on us;  you are seated 
at the right hand of  the Father, receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord,  you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of  God the Father. Amen. 
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The Collect of  the Feast of  St. James 

Merciful God, whose holy apostle Saint James, leaving his father and all that he had, was 
obedient to the calling of  your Son Jesus Christ and followed him even to death:  Help us, 
forsaking the false attractions of  the world, to be ready at all times to answer your call  
without delay; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

The First Reading 
Acts 11.27 – 12.2 

A reading from the Acts of  the Apostles. 

At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of  them named 
Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine over all 
the world; and this took place during the reign of  Claudius.  The disciples determined that 
according to their ability, each would send relief  to the believers living in Judea;  this they 
did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.  About that time King Herod laid 
violent hands upon some who belonged to the church.  He had James, the brother of  
John, killed with the sword. 

This is the word of  the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

Psalm 126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of  Zion, then were we like those who dream.  
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of  joy.   
Then they said among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’  
The Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.   
Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses of  the Negev.  
Those who sowed with tears will reap with songs of  joy.  
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.  

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word



Kilmocomogue Union of  Parishes ~  St.  James

The Second Reading  
2 Corinthians 4. 7 - 15 

A reading from the second letter of  Paul to the Corinthians.  

We have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 
power belongs to God and does not come from us.  We are afflicted in every way, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;  persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed;   
always carrying in the body the death of  Jesus, so that the life of  Jesus may also be made 
visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ 
sake, so that the life of  Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.  So death is at work 
in us, but life in you.  But just as we have the same spirit of  faith that is in accordance with 
scripture – ‘I believed, and so I spoke’ – we also believe, and so we speak,  because we 
know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us 
with you into his presence.  Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to 
more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of  God. 
   
This is the Word of  the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

The Holy Gospel 
St. Matthew 20. 20 - 28 

Hear the gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew.  
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ Christ  

The mother of  the sons of  Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, 
she asked a favour of  him.  And he said to her, ‘What do you want?’ She said to him, 
‘Declare that these two sons of  mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your kingdom.’  But Jesus answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.’  He said to 
them, ‘You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not 
mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’  When the 
ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers.  But Jesus called them to him and 
said, ‘You know that the rulers of  the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them.  It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great among 
you must be your servant,  and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave;  
 just as the Son of  Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom 
for many.’ 
     
This is the Gospel of  the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

The Sermon 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, 
eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  begotten, not made, 
of  one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of  the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers  of  God’s People 

United in the company of  all the faithful and looking for the coming of  the kingdom, 
let us offer our prayers to God,  the source of  all life and holiness. 

Merciful Lord, strengthen all Christian people  
by your Holy Spirit, that we may live as a royal priesthood  
and a holy nation to the praise of  Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Bless Paul our bishop and all ministers of  your Church, 
that by faithful proclamation of  your word 
we may be built on the foundation of   
the apostles and prophets into a holy temple in the Lord. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
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Empower us by the gift of  your holy and life-giving Spirit, 
that we may be transformed into the likeness of  Christ 
from glory to glory. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Give to the world and its peoples the peace that comes from 
above, that they may find Christ’s way of  freedom and life. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Hold in your embrace all who witness to your love in the 
service of  the poor and needy; 
all who minister to the sick and dying; 
and all who bring light to those in darkness. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Touch and heal all those whose lives are scarred by sin 
or disfigured by pain, 
that, raised from death to life in Christ, 
their sorrow may be turned to eternal joy. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

Remember in your mercy all those gone before us 
who have been well-pleasing to you from eternity; 
preserve in your faith your servants on earth, 
guide us to your kingdom 
and grant us your peace at all times. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 

Hasten the day when many will come 
from east and west, from north and south, 
and sit at table in your kingdom. 
Lord, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 

We give you thanks for the whole company of  your saints in glory, 
with whom in fellowship we join our prayers and praises; 
by your grace may we, like them, be made perfect in your love. 

Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
thanksgiving and honour and power, 
be to our God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Peace 
(all stand please) 

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of  the household of  God, 
through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace to those who were far off  
and those who were near.  

The Peace of  the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

At the Preparation of  the Table 

At the eucharist we are with our crucified and risen Lord. We know that it was not only 
our ancestors, but we who were redeemed and brought forth from slavery to freedom, 
from mourning to feasting. We know that as he was with them in the upper room so our 
Lord is here with us now. 
Until the kingdom of  God comes let us celebrate this feast. 

The Taking of  the Bread and Wine 

Blessed be God, who feeds the hungry, who raises the poor, by whose grace creation is 
renewed, by whose love heaven is opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of  
praise. Draw us from hatred to love and make the frailty of  our praise a dwelling place for 
your glory. 
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise 
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Father, almighty and everliving God, at all times and in all places it is right to give you 
thanks and praise:  

In the saints you have given us an example of  godly living, 
that, rejoicing in their fellowship, we may run with perseverance  
the race that is set before us, and with them receive the unfading crown of  glory:  

And so with all your people, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  
heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and saying:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed are you, Father, the creator and sustainer of  all things; you made us in your 
own image, male and female you created us; even when we turned away from you, you 
never ceased to care for us, but in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery 
of  sin, giving your only begotten Son to become man and suffer death on the cross to 
redeem us:  

He made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice for the sins of  the whole 
world: he instituted, and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a perpetual 
memory of  his precious death until he comes again. On the night that he was betrayed 
he took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of  me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of  you, for this is my blood of  the new 
covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of  me. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we do as Christ your Son commanded:  

we remember his passion and death, we celebrate his resurrection and 
ascension, and we look for the coming of  his kingdom. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving; and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, grant by the power of  the life-
giving Spirit that we may be made one in your holy Church and partakers of  the body 
and blood of  your Son, that he may dwell in us and we in him: 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in 
the unity of  the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of  the Bread 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of  Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, grant us peace. 

The Giving of  the Bread and Wine 

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of  God, who has taken away the sins of  the world. Happy 
are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed. 

Going out as God’s People 

Post Communion Prayers 

Father, we have eaten at your table and drunk from the cup of  your kingdom. Teach 
us the way of  service  that in compassion and humility we may reflect the glory of  
Jesus Christ, Son of  Man and Son of  God, our Lord.  Amen 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of  the 
body and blood of  your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls 
and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of  your Spirit to 
live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
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