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The Gathering of  God’s People 

Hymn 332 

Come, let us join our cheerful songs 
With angels round the throne; 

Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 
But all their joys are one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, 
“To be exalted thus!” 

“Worthy the Lamb,” our hearts reply, 
“For He was slain for us!” 

Jesus is worthy to receive 
Honour and pow’r divine; 

And blessings more than we can give 
Be, Lord, forever Thine. 

Let all that dwell above the sky, 
And air and earth and seas, 

Conspire to lift Thy glories high, 
And speak Thine endless praise! 

The whole creation joins in one, 
To bless the sacred name 

Of  Him who sits upon the throne, 
And to adore the Lamb. 

Words: Isaac Watt (1674 - 1748) 
Music: Nativity, Henry Lahee (1826 - 1912) 

Welcome to our Service today.  

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all 

and also with you. 

The Collect for Purity 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  and from 
whom no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts  by the 
inspiration of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,  and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Penitence 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and great 
commandment. And the second is like it. You shall love your neighbour as 
yourself  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets 

Lord, have mercy on us, and write these your laws in our hearts.  

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ, to save us from our 
sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. Let us then 
confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God's 
commandments and to live in love and peace:  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought and word 
and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are truly sorry and we 
humbly repent. For the sake of  your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 
and forgive us, that we may walk in newness of  life to the glory of  your 
name. Amen. 

The Priest pronounces the Absolution 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. Lord God, 
heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 
thanks, we praise you for your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of  the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world: have 
mercy on us;  you are seated at the right hand of  the Father, receive our 
prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  you alone 
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of  God 
the Father. Amen 

The Collect of  the  Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

Blessed are you, O Lord, and blessed are those who observe and keep your law: 
Help us to seek you with our whole heart, to delight in your commandments and 
to walk in the glorious liberty given us by your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 

The First Reading 
Genesis 15. 1 - 6 

A reading from the  book Genesis 

 1 The word of  the LORD came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I 
am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ 2 But Abram said, ‘O Lord GOD, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of  my house is Eliezer 
of  Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave 
born in my house is to be my heir.’ 4 But the word of  the LORD came to him, 
‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your 
heir.’ 5 The Lord brought Abraham outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven and 
count the stars, if  you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your 
descendants be.’ 6 And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him 
as righteousness. 

This is the word of  the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

The Psalm 
Psalm 33. 12 - 22 

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord! happy the people he has chosen to 
be his own! 
13 The Lord looks down from heaven, and beholds all the people in the world. 
14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze on all who dwell on the earth.  
15 He fashions all the hearts of  them and understands all their works. 
16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; the strong are not 
delivered by great strength. 
17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; for all its strength it cannot save.  
18 Behold, the eye of  the Lord is upon those who fear him, on those who wait 
upon his love, 
19 To pluck their lives from death, and to feed them in time of  famine.  
20 Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 
21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, for in his holy name we put our trust. 
22 Let your loving-kindness, O Lord, be upon us, as we have put our trust in you. 
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The Second Reading  
Hebrews 11.1–3, 8–16  

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.  

1 Faith is the assurance of  things hoped for, the conviction of  things not seen. 2 
Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 By faith we understand that the 
worlds were prepared by the word of  God, so that what is seen was made from 
things that are not visible. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set 
out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing 
where he was going. 9 By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of  the same promise. 10 For he looked forward to the city that has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 By faith he received power of  
procreation, even though he was too old – and Sarah herself  was barren – because 
he considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one person, and 
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many as the stars of  heaven 
and as the innumerable grains of  sand by the seashore.’ 13 All of  these died in 
faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14 for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15 If  they had been thinking of  the land that they had left behind, they would have 
had opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he 
has prepared a city for them.  

This is the Word of  the Lord  
Thanks be to God 

Hymn 432 

Love is his word, love is his way, 
feasting with friends, fasting alone, 

living and dying, rising again, 
Love, only love, is his way. 

Richer than gold is the love of  my Lord: 
better than splendour and wealth. 

Love is his way, love is his mark, 
sharing his last Passover feast, 

Christ at his table, host to the twelve. 
Love, only love, is his mark. 
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Love is his mark, love is his sign, 
bread for our strength, wine for our joy, 

"This is my body, this is my blood", 
Love, only love, is his sign. 

Love is his law, love is his word: 
love of  the Lord, Father and Word, 

love of  the Spirit, God ever one. 
Love, only love, is his word. 

Luke Connaughton (1917 - 1979) 
Cresswell, Anthony Milner (1925 - 2002) 

The Holy Gospel 
St. Luke 12.32–40  

Hear the gospel of  our Saviour Christ according to  St. Luke, Chapter 12,  
beginning at verse 32. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

Jesus said to his disciples, 32 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief  comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also. 35 Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36 
be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, 
so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37 
Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell 
you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and 
serve them. 38 If  he comes during the middle of  the night, or near dawn, and 
finds them so, blessed are those slaves. 39 But know this: if  the owner of  the 
house had known at what hour the thief  was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of  Man is coming at 
an unexpected hour.’  

This is the Gospel of  the Lord 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

The Sermon  
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of  heaven and earth, of  all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of  God, 
eternally begotten of  the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God,  begotten, not made, of  one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of  the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 
and the life of  the world to come. Amen. 

The Prayers  of God’s People 

In the power of  the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
let us pray to the Father. 

O God, the creator and preserver of  all, 
we pray for people in every kind of  need; 
make your ways known on earth, 
your saving health among all nations … 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

We pray for the good estate of  the Church; 
guide and govern us by your good Spirit, 
that all who profess and call themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of  truth, 
and hold the faith in unity of  spirit, 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 
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in the bond of  peace and in righteousness of  life … 
We commend to your fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afflicted or 
distressed, in mind, body or estate; comfort and relieve them in their need, give 
them patience in their sufferings, and bring good out of  all their afflictions … 
Lord in your mercy 
Hear our prayer 

We remember those who have gone before us in the peace of  Christ, 
and we give you praise for all your faithful ones, with whom we rejoice in the 
communion of  saints … All this we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 

The Peace 

The Peace of  the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 

Hymn 425 

Jesu, thou joy of  loving hearts, 
Thou fount of  life, thou light of  men, 
From the best bliss that earth imparts 

We turn unfilled to thee again. 

Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood, 
Thou savest those that on thee call, 

To them that seek thee thou art good, 
To them that find thee, all in all. 

We taste thee, O thou living bread, 
And long to feast upon thee still; 

We drink of  thee, the fountain-head, 
And thirst our souls from thee to fill. 

Our restless spirits yearn for thee, 
Where'er our changeful lot is cast, 

Glad when thy gracious smile we see, 
Blest when our faith can hold thee fast. 

O Jesu, ever with us stay, 
Make all our moments calm and bright; 

Chase the dark night of  sin away, 
Shed o'er the world thy holy light. 

12th Century Latin 
Maryton, Henry Percy Smith (1825 - 1898) 
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Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

At the Preparation of  the Table 

To you we come, Father of lights, with angels and saints, where heaven and 
earth unite. May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. Amen. 

The Taking of  the Bread and Wine 

As the grain once scattered in the fields and the grapes once dispersed on the 
hillside are now reunited on this table in bread and wine, so, Lord, may your whole 
Church soon be gathered together from the corners of  the earth into your 
kingdom. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord is here 
His Spirit is with us 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right to give Him thanks and praise 

Father, almighty and everliving God, at all times and in all places it is right to give 
you thanks and praise:  

And so with all your people, with angels and archangels, and with all the company 
of  heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you and 
saying: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!  

Blessed are you, Father, the creator and sustainer of  all things; you made us in your 
own image, male and female you created us; even when we turned away from you, 
you never ceased to care for us, but in your love and mercy you freed us from the 
slavery of  sin, giving your only begotten Son to become man and suffer death on 
the cross to redeem us:  

He made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice for the sins of  the 
whole world: he instituted, and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of  his precious death until he comes again. 
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On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, this is my body which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of  me. 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of  you, for this is my blood of  the 
new covenant which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of  sins. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of  me. 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup we do as Christ your Son 
commanded:  

we remember his passion and death, we celebrate his resurrection and 
ascension, and we look for the coming of  his kingdom. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of  praise and 
thanksgiving; and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, grant by the power of  the 
life-giving Spirit that we may be made one in your holy Church and partakers of  
the body and blood of  your Son, that he may dwell in us and we in him: 

Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Breaking of  the Bread 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of  Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Agnus Dei 

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, have mercy on us.  

Lamb of  God, you take away the sin of  the world, grant us peace. 

The Giving of  the Bread and Wine 

Jesus Christ is the Lamb of  God, who has taken away the sins of  the world. Happy 
are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be 
healed. 
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Going out as God’s People 

Hymn 44 

Praise and thanksgiving, Father, we offer,  
For all things living,You have made good;  

Harvest of  sown fields,  fruits of  the orchard,  
Hay from the mown fields,  blossom and wood.  

Lord, bless the labour, we bring to serve you,  
That with our neighbour we may be fed.  

Sowing or tilling,  we would work with you;  
Harvesting, milling,  for daily bread.  

Father, providing, food for your children,  
Your wisdom guiding, teaches us share  

One with another, so that, rejoicing  
With us, our brother, may know your care.  

Then will your blessing, reach every people;  
Each one confessing, your gracious hand.  

When you are reigning, no one will hunger:  
Your love sustaining, fruitful the land.  

Words: Albert Frederick Bayly (1901 - 1984) 
Music: Bunessan, Scots. trad. (Morning has broken) 

Post Communion Prayer 

Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that holy things have taken; may the ears 
which have heard your word be deaf  to clamour and dispute; may the tongues 
which have sung your praise be free from deceit; may the eyes which have seen the 
tokens of  your love shine with the light of  hope; and may the bodies which have 
been fed with your body be refreshed with the fulness of  your life; glory to you for 
ever.  Amen 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of  the 
body and blood of  your Son Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our 
souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of  your 
Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
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